
 
 
 
 

 

Dublin Metropolitan Police - Movements of Dublin Extremists 

Reports on Diarmuid Lynch 

January - December 1916 

 

The Chief Secretary’s Office, Crime Branch: Movement of Extremists collection was a series of daily reports by the 

Dublin Metropolitan Police (DMP) Detective Department on the movements and associations of pro-independence 
suspects.  

These reports were compiled by Superintendent Owen Brien and submitted to the Under Secretary for Ireland, Sir 
Matthew Nathan, at Dublin Castle, annotated and then read by the Chief Secretary of Ireland, Sir Augustine Birrell. 

These reports describe Republican activity in Dublin during the 11 months preceding the Easter Rising and detail 
intelligence gathered at a number of key city centre locations, most notably the shop of Thomas J Clarke at 75 Parnell 
Street, the Irish Volunteers Office at 2 Dawson Street, the Irish National Foresters Hall at 41 Parnell Street and the Gaelic 
League Offices in 25 Parnell Street. Major events which took place in 1915 and 1916 are recorded in the reports, including 
the funeral of Jeremiah O’Donovan Rossa and the Annual Convention of Irish Volunteers. 

The reports also include details of anti-recruitment and conscription rallies, meetings of the Irish Women’s Franchise 
League, and protests against the imprisonment of revolutionaries under the Defence of the Realm Act and the movement 
of suspects to locations and major events outside of Dublin. 

There are over 230 individuals referred to in the reports, principally members of the Irish Volunteers, the Irish Republican 
Brotherhood and Sinn Féin. The primary person of interest is Thomas J Clarke, who is mentioned in almost every report, 
while the other most frequently mentioned individuals include Pierce Beasley, Thomas Byrne, Con Colbert, Bulmer 
Hobson, Seán T Ó Ceallaigh, Seán Mac Diarmada, John McGarry, Diarmuid Lynch, Joseph McGuinness, Herbert 
Mellows, Michael O’Hanrahan, William O’Leary Curtis, Michael Joseph O’Rahilly and James Joseph Walsh. 

In total there were approximately 260 files comprising 700 documents which were conserved, listed and scanned.  

To view these and other reports in full, visit the National Archives of Ireland website. 

The reports included with the Newsletter relate to Diarmuid Lynch and also include details of historic and unusual events.  
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January 1916 

Diarmuid Lynch was based in Cork during much of January 1916.  

Little archival material such as family letters etc is available so far as to his location and activities during the month. However, there 
are written records indicating that at this time, the British Administration were highly concerned about Lynch, his associations and 
activities. 

During the course of his work as an Insurance Agent for the Equitable Life Assurance Society of the United States, Diarmuid also 
combined ultra-secret IRB activities as the Munster Centre (Divisional Head) of the Irish Republican Brotherhood as his work took 
him throughout the province. As an American Citizen and registered as a 'Friendly Alien' resident in Ireland, he was required to 
comply with the terms of the Aliens Act 1914. These included the requirement that he was to report to local RIC police stations 
when entering and leaving localities. Where monitored, Diarmuid did so but also privately routinely ignored and continued to enter 
and leave 'prohibited areas' without notifying the police.  Combined with his increasing profile within both the RIC and DMP 
detective divisions, the Royal Irish Constabulary in a submission to Dublin Castle during December 1915 objected to his free 
movements and sought to contain him.  An application was made by Dublin Castle to the British Home Secretary to restrict his 
movements.  

On January 3 1916, an Aliens Restriction Order was duly issued by the British Home Secretary, Sir John Simon in Whitehall, 
London to the Royal Irish Constabulary and Dublin Metropolitan Police regarding Diarmuid Lynch, confining him to a five mile radius 
of his Dublin residence and 'subject to all the provisions relating to alien enemies as specified in the Aliens Restriction Act, 1914'.  

As Diarmuid (according to the British Administration) had no fixed abode in Cork (other than the rural family home which perhaps as 
far as the RIC was concerned, would have been difficult to monitor), the authorities chose to serve the Aliens Restriction Order on 
him when he returned to Dublin. This would contain him within a city area and make it substantially easier to monitor his 
movements. 

Diarmuid returned to Dublin on or around Saturday, January 22 unaware of the Home Secretary’s Order. The DMP Detectives 
assigned to observe ‘subversives’ locations noted him that evening visiting Thomas J. Clarke in Parnell Street and then later at the 
Gaelic League offices nearby. Lynch was in Dublin to meet with Pearse and on Sunday, January 23 to secretly attend the IRB 
Supreme Council Meeting.  

Lynch recalled that he met with Pearse in St. Enda’s and received from him instructions for the Irish Volunteer leadership in 
Munster (also IRB members) for the forthcoming Easter manoeuvers.  

“…I was to convey them orally to the Cork, Kerry, Limerick and Galway Commandants. He outlined, the positions which these 
Brigades were to occupy on the Volunteer manoeuvres which had been decided on for the Easter week-end, viz.: Cork to hold the 
County to the south of the Boggeragh mountains - left flank contacting the Kerry Brigade which was to extend eastwards from 
Tralee; Limerick was to contact the Kerry men on the south and those of Limerick - Clare - Galway to the north. Limerick, Clara and 
Galway were "to hold the line of the Shannon to Athlone". There was no immediate hurry for the transmission of these orders so I 
remained on in Dublin for the scheduled Supreme Council meeting…” Diarmuid Lynch. “The I.R.B. and the 1916 Insurrection”. Mercier Press 1957. 

Meanwhile, in the Dublin Metropolitan Police Headquarters, Lynch’s Alien Restriction Order was prepared for serving on Monday. 

 
 
Dublin’s Pearse Street Garda station was once the headquarters of G division of the DMP. Still visible today on the entrances are the corbelled heads of 
policemen, two with the flat caps of officers marking the officer’s entrance and two with the helmets of constables marking the rank and file entrance. 
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Saturday, January 22 1916 
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Monday, 24 January 1916 
 

Lynch was notified by the Dublin Metropolitan Police at his residence of an Aliens Restrictions Order issued by the British Home Secretary 
in Whitehall, London on January 3rd, 1916, confining him to a five mile radius of his residence at 11 Mountjoy Square, Dublin and 'subject 
to all the provisions relating to alien enemies as specified in the Aliens Restriction Act, 1914'.  

(This Aliens Restriction Acts of 1914 had been passed in the context of Britain & Ireland at war, and the provisions were aimed at strictly controlling foreign 
'enemy' aliens already settled in London, particularly Germans and Austrian-Hungarians. The Act technically could also be used to control or limit non-British 
nationals resident in the United Kingdom as citizens of ‘friendly nations’ such as the United States. The Act required all foreign nationals to register with 
police, restrict movements to certain metropolitan areas and allowed for their deportation within the United Kingdom or to other nations.) 

The Dublin Metropolitan Police – Detective Department Report for Monday, January 24 (produced on January 25, 1916 & appears on page 
64a) did not directly report that the Restriction Order had been served on Lynch. He was noted as being seen with Sean MacDiarmada at 
12 D’Olier Street between 1 & 2pm and later that day with Thomas J. Clarke in Parnell Street for fifteen minutes between 6 & 7pm. 

A longhand annotation on the report asks ‘The Police have not yet reported service on D [Diarmuid] Lynch on the Home Secretary’s order’.  

A further longhand annotation asks ‘Ch Commr [Chief Commissioner] Has it been served?  

A longhand reply was given on 27 January 1916 stating ‘The Under Secretary, Yes’ 

Lynch was now limited to a five miles radius of his residence in 11 Mountjoy Square which effectively finished any IRB revolutionary 
organisational work outside of Dublin and limited his movements within the city (see illustration below). 
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Diarmuid shortly afterwards raised the issue of his confinement to Dublin with the Irish Parliamentary Party MP for the Dublin Division 
where he resided, Mr. Alfie Byrne. 

Byrne received a reply in the Houses of Parliament in February 1916: 

ALIENS RESTRICTION ORDER (IRELAND). 

Source: Hansard: HC Deb 29 February 1916 vol 80 cc913-4W913W 

Mr. BYRNE 

Asked the Secretary of State for the Home Department whether he will explain why Jeremiah C. Lynch (known as Diarmuid Lynch), a 
citizen of the United States of America, bearing passport No. 42,415 issued at Washington on 10th October, 1914, now resident in Ireland 
and representing American interests in the southern counties, has, since 24th January, 1916, been confined to a five-mile radius from his 
temporary residence in Dublin and subject to all the provisions relating to alien enemies as specified in the Aliens Restriction Act, 1914; 
whether he is aware that Jeremiah C. Lynch had registered as such in Ireland in July, 1915, and since that date complied with the 
regulations respecting friendly aliens, duly reported in the prescribed areas when his business compelled him to enter them; and 914W 
whether he will explain why the order issued in respect to Jeremiah C. Lynch by the Home Secretary at Whitehall on 3rd January, 1916, 
was not executed until he reached Dublin on 24th January, 1916, and why the order was not served on him while residing in his native 
county Cork between the 3rd and 24th of January, 1916, his whereabouts during that period being known to the authorities of the district 
wherein he was registered? 

Mr. SAMUEL 

I am aware that Lynch registered in Dublin in July, 1915, but I am informed by the Irish Government that he had been in Ireland since 
November, 1914, without registering or otherwise complying with the Aliens Restriction Order, and it was only after proceedings had been 
instituted against him that he registered. It is not the case that since that date he has complied with the regulations applying to alien friends; 
on the contrary, in spite of express warning, he continued to disregard them by entering and leaving prohibited areas from time to time 
without notifying the police. It was therefore decided to place him under the same restrictions as an alien enemy. With regard to the last 
part of the question, I am informed that the Order was served on him in Dublin and not in Cork, because he had no fixed residence in Cork 
which was known to the Dublin Police. The Order was therefore held over for service when he returned to Dublin. 

 
 
 

Dublin Metropolitan Police officer on duty c. 1914.  
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Thursday, 27 January 1916 

Friday, 28 January 1916 
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Saturday, 29 January 1916 
 

 
 
 
11/12 D’Olier Street was where Sean Mac Diarmada (John McDermott on the DMP reports) had an office as manager of nationalist newspaper 
Irish Freedom in 1910-16. The 33-year-old was secretary of the supreme council and military council of the Irish Republican Brotherhood and 
was executed following the Easter Rising. At the site today a plaque highlights his role as a signatory to the 1916 Proclamation and says he 
was “executed by the British on 12th May 1916”. At its end it states “erected by his friends”, who included Eamonn de hOir, Cathal O’Shannon, 
Phyllis O’Kelly, Prof Liam O’Briain and Denis McCullough. It was unveiled in a large public event on April 23rd, 1967, by then president 
Eamon de Valera.  
 
12 D’Olier Street was also the Dublin headquarters of the Fianna Eireann. 

 
 

Monday, January 31 1916 
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Tuesday, February 1 1916 
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Wednesday, February 2 1916 
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Thursday, February 3 1916 
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Monday, 7 February, 1916 
 

 
 
 

1916-2016 Commemoration Newsletter                                                                    12    

 



 
 

Wednesday, 9 February, 1916 
 

 
 
 
 

Thursday, 10 February, 1916 
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Monday, 14 February, 1916 
 

 
 
 

Tuesday, 15 February, 1916 
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Wednesday, 16 February, 1916 
 

 
 

Saturday, 19 February, 1916 
 

 

1916-2016 Commemoration Newsletter                                                                    15    

 



 
 

Sunday, 20 February, 1916 
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Monday, 21 February, 1916 
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Friday, 25 February, 1916 
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Saturday, 26 February, 1916 
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Tuesday, 29 February, 1916 
 

 
 
 
Sunday, 5 March 1916 
 

 



Monday, 6 March, 1916 
 

 
 

 



Tuesday, 7 March, 1916 
 

 
 
 
Wednesday, 8 March 
 

 
 
 
Thursday, 16 March 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 

Misspelling of Lynch’s name in Irish. 
 

 
Tuesday, 28 March 1916 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Wednesday, 29 March 1916 
 

 



 
 
 
Tuesday, April 4, 1916 
 

 
 
DMP report continued below. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



An annotation on the report states ‘I Ch. Sec [Chief Secretary] II The Lord Lieutenant I do not think Dublin Castle 
need be impressed by the acting of this stage army. But if necessary precautions will be taken in regard to the 
proposed Sunday March’. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Friday, 14 April, 1916 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Monday, 17 April, 1916 
 

 



 
Tuesday, 18 April, 1916 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Wednesday 19 April, 1916 
 

 
 
This was to be the last entry for Lynch in the last available report of the Dublin Metropolitan Police files. 
The Easter Rising began five days later on Monday, April 24, 1916. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


