
 

 

Dublin Metropolitan Police - Movements of Dublin Extremists 

Reports on Diarmuid Lynch 

June – December 1915 

 

The Chief Secretary’s Office, Crime Branch: Movement of Extremists collection was a series of daily reports by the 

Dublin Metropolitan Police (DMP) Detective Department on the movements and associations of pro-independence 
suspects.  

These reports were compiled by Superintendent Owen Brien and submitted to the Under Secretary for Ireland, Sir 
Matthew Nathan, at Dublin Castle, annotated and then read by the Chief Secretary of Ireland, Sir Augustine Birrell. 

These reports describe Republican activity in Dublin during the 11 months preceding the Easter Rising and detail 
intelligence gathered at a number of key city centre locations, most notably the shop of Thomas J Clarke at 75 Parnell 
Street, the Irish Volunteers Office at 2 Dawson Street, the Irish National Foresters Hall at 41 Parnell Street and the Gaelic 
League Offices in 25 Parnell Street. Major events which took place in 1915 and 1916 are recorded in the reports, including 
the funeral of Jeremiah O’Donovan Rossa and the Annual Convention of Irish Volunteers. 

The reports also include details of anti-recruitment and conscription rallies, meetings of the Irish Women’s Franchise 
League, and protests against the imprisonment of revolutionaries under the Defence of the Realm Act and the movement 
of suspects to locations and major events outside of Dublin. 

There are over 230 individuals referred to in the reports, principally members of the Irish Volunteers, the Irish Republican 
Brotherhood and Sinn Féin. The primary person of interest is Thomas J Clarke, who is mentioned in almost every report, 
while the other most frequently mentioned individuals include Pierce Beasley, Thomas Byrne, Con Colbert, Bulmer 
Hobson, Seán T Ó Ceallaigh, Seán Mac Diarmada, John McGarry, Diarmuid Lynch, Joseph McGuinness, Herbert 
Mellows, Michael O’Hanrahan, William O’Leary Curtis, Michael Joseph O’Rahilly and James Joseph Walsh. 

In total there were approximately 260 files comprising 700 documents which were conserved, listed and scanned.  

To view these and other reports in full, visit the National Archives of Ireland website. 

The reports included with the Newsletter relate to Diarmuid Lynch and also include details of historic and unusual events. 
Side notes provide contextual historical information on events and personalities (Click on items hyperlinked for further info) 
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Saturday, 19 June, 1915 

Diarmuid Lynch makes his first of many appearances in the DMP ‘Movements of Dublin Extremists” 
dated 21 June, 1915 for June 19 & 20th, 1915. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1916-2016 Commemoration Newsletter  

 

The ‘Movements of Dublin Extremists’ reports 
were prepared daily from the previous day’s 
detective notes by the Dublin Metropolitan Police 
Detective Department (G-Division) Superintendent 
Owen Brien. These secret reports were submitted 
to Sir Matthew Nathan, The Under-Secretary for 
Ireland based in Dublin Castle. Nathan in turn 
noted, wrote margin comments, signed and 
submitted these reports to the Chief Secretary for 
Ireland, Augustine Birrell. 

     

Sir Matthew Nathan (1862-1939) & Augustine Birrell (1850-1933) 

Diarmuid travelled from Cork to Dublin to attend the 
annual Wolfe Tone Commemoration in Bodenstown, 
Co. Kildare the following day. His brother, Denis, was 
the manager of the Dublin Whiskey Distillery in Jones 
Road, Drumcondra. 

Tom Clarke’s Tobacconist shop was located at 75 
Parnell Street 

 Tom Clarke (1856-1916) Born on the Isle 
of Wight to Irish parents, Clarke’s father was a sergeant in 
the British army who was stationed there. The family 
moved to South Africa and later to Dungannon, Co Tyrone, 
where Clarke grew up from about the age of seven, 
attending Saint Patrick’s national school. In 1882, he 
emigrated to American. During his time there he joined the 
republican organisation Clan na Gael and, as a proponent 
of violent revolution, he would serve 15 years in British jails 
for his role in a bombing campaign in London. Clarke was 
released in 1898, and spent nine more years in America. 
He returned to Dublin in 1907 setting up a tobacconist’s 
shop on Great Britain Street (now Parnell Square), before 
being co-opted onto the IRB Military Council which was 
responsible for planning the Easter Rising. Because of his 
criminal convictions, Clarke maintained a low profile in 
Ireland, but was influential behind the scenes in the years 
of preparation for the Rising. With Denis McCullough, 
Bulmer Hobson and Seán Mac Diarmada, Clarke 
revitalized the IRB and had a major role in setting up the 
Irish Freedom newspaper. Devoted to the formation of an 
Irish republic, Clarke was also Chairman and a Trustee of 
the Wolfe Tone Memorial Committee, which organised the 
first pilgrimage to his grave at Bodenstown, Co Kildare in 
1911. The first signatory of the Proclamation of 
Independence because of his seniority and commitment to 
the cause of Irish independence, Clarke was with the group 
that occupied the GPO. He opposed the surrender, but 
was outvoted. He was married to Kathleen Daly, niece of 
the veteran Fenian John Daly, and had three children. He 
faced the firing squad at Kilmainham Gaol on May 3, 1916, 

age 59. 

. “….D. Lynch who had arrived from Cork on evening of 19th inst. called at Clarke’s* at 
9pm but made no delay and leaving afterwards visited the office of the Gaelic League, 
25 Parnell Square, and proceeded to the residence of his brother at Jones Road 
where he retired for the night” 

*Tom Clarke’s Tobacconist shop at 75 Parnell Street, Dublin. 

  

T h e  s a d  p l i g h t  o f  t he  w i d o w s o f  s even Easter Rising rebels is 

detailed in a heart-rending new book, says Richard 

Fitzpatrick  
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Sunday, 20 June, 1915 

 

 

 

“The annual pilgrimage to Bodenstown took place yesterday. Two special trains conveying those taking 
part left Kingsbridge for Sallins at 11.15am and 11.45am. About 1,500 persons travelled by these trains 
which included contingents of the Sinn Fein Volunteers, Citizen Army and the National Boy Scouts. 
About 70 of the Volunteers and Citizen Army carried rifles. Those observed taking an active part were: 
M.J.O’Rahilly, E. Kent, T.J.Sheehan, F. Fahy, E. Daly, Thomas Byrne, P.H.Pearse, James Connolly, 
Wm P. Partridge, Peter Doyle, Bulmer Hobson and the Countess Markievicz. Thomas J. Clarke, 
J.J.Buggy, John T. Kelly, T.C., J.J.Walsh, John O’Mahony, George Irvine, Patrick O’Malley, Galway, 
D.Lynch, Cork, H. Mellows and Joseph McGuinness were among the extremists who travelled in the 
excursion trains. Both trains returned to Dublin between 7 and 8.30pm and the various contingents 
marched to their respective clubs where they dispersed without further demonstration.’ 

Handwritten notation lists the various organizations that individuals were members of: “Sinn Fein, Irish 
Volunteers, Labour, Citizen Army” 

Opposite: Tom Clarke and Diarmuid Lynch pictured at the Wolfe Tone Commemoration.                                       
Photo courtesy of Eileen McGough. 
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Monday, 21 June, 1915 

 

 

“With Thomas J. Clarke, 75 Parnell Street…D. Lynch & Thomas Byrne for half an hour from 2pm...” 

 

Thursday, 24 June, 1915 

 

 

“...With Thomas J. Clarke, 75 Parnell Street… D. Lynch, Cork, Wm Shortall and E. Daly  together for 10 
minutes between 1 and 2pm” 
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Saturday, 26 June, 1915 

 

 

“With Thomas J. Clarke, 75 Parnell Street, on Saturday…D.Lynch for half an hour between 3 & 4pm” 

 

Sunday, 27 June, 1915 

 

 

“With Thomas J. Clarke at 75 Parnell Street, Sunday, D. Lynch, W. Parsons, J.J. Buggy and J. 
McGuinness together for half an hour between 1& 2pm...” 
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Tuesday, 29 June, 1915 

 

 

“D.Lynch in the Office of the Gaelic League 25 Parnell Square for an hour from 7.30pm 

 

Monday, 5 July, 1915 

 

 

“With Thomas J. Clarke at 75 Parnell Street…Diarmuid Lynch, William O’Leary Curtis* and Arthur 
Griffith together for an hour from 10pm” 

* William O'Leary-Curtis, a newspaperman and colleague of James Joyce, appears in both Ulysses and Dubliners as O'Madden-Burke. His Grand-
daughter is film and television actress, Nuala FitzGerald. 
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Tuesday, 6 July, 1915 

 

 

“With Thomas J. Clarke, 75 Parnell Street.... D. Lynch, Thomas Byrne and Joseph McGuinness together 
for close on two hours from 7.30pm’ 
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Thursday, 8 July, 1915 

 

 

“With Thomas J. Clarke, 75 Parnell Street, Wm Shortall for a quarter of an hour between 11 and 12pm, 
Thomas Byrne for twenty minutes between 3 and 4pm; Patrick Ryan (Sinn Fein) for half an hour 
between 4 and 5pm, Wm O’Leary Curtis for a quarter of an hour between 5 and 6pm, D. Lynch, 
P.H.Pearse, P. Beasley and James Murray together for 20 minutes between 7 and 8pm, C. Wyse Power 
B.L. for a few minutes at 9.30pm and Arthur Griffith for a quarter of an hour between 10 and 11pm..” 

Note: A handwritten comment by the Chief Secretary to Ireland, Augustine Birrell reads “This crowd have been a 
good deal together of late” 
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Friday, 9 July, 1915 

 

 

From the report dated July 10th, 1915: “D. Lynch left Kingsbridge for Limerick by 9.15am train yesterday.” 

. 

Wednesday, 21 July, 1915 

 

 

“With Thomas J. Clarke, 75 Parnell Street...D. Lynch for an hour from 9pm, the latter returned from 
Limerick at 12.30pm...” 
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Friday, 30 July, 1915 

 

 

Special report by the DMP on O’Donovan Rossa Funeral plans. 
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Comment to DMP Extremists Report for July 30, 1915. 

 

The Dublin Metropolitan Police (DMP) kept a close eye on what they deemed as “extremists” in the days preceding the O’Donovan Rossa 

funeral on August 1st, 1915. The police closely monitored Tom Clarke’s tobacco shop at 75 Parnell Street and the Irish Volunteers office 

at 2 Dawson Street. Other buildings put under close surveillance included the Irish National Forrester’s Hall at 41 Parnell Square where 

the Irish Republican Brotherhood (IRB) and the Irish Volunteers met and drilled and 25 Parnell Square which was the headquarters of The 

Gaelic League 

 

Two nights before the funeral there was a major gathering in the Forrester’s Hall which included Pearse, Con Colbert, Eamon Ceannt, 

Major John McBride and Thomas McDonagh, who was chief steward of the funeral. All were executed for their parts in the Easter Rising. 

 

In the police reports, the Chief Secretary to Ireland Augustine Birrell has scribbled in the margins “there will of course be no interference 

by the police unless a breach of the peace is committed which is unlikely”.  A detailed report on the O’Donovan Rossa funeral procession 

was provided two days beforehand by Superintendent Owen Brien of the DMP. 

 

In his report to the chief commissioner of the DMP, Superintendent Brien listed all the organisations that were involved in the organisation 

of the funeral. “Delegates from America will be in attendance and nothing is being left undone to make the affair as impressive as 

possible,” he wrote. “Those concerned are anxious that the greatest harmony will prevail and, as far as can be gathered, nothing of an 

unseemly nature is anticipated. At the same time, in an assembly of this nature, no one can foretell what may occur, particularly when 

persons of different views are brought so closely together.” 

 

Superintendent Brien also wondered about the possibility of a demonstration after the funeral at Bachelor’s Walk. It had been the site a 

year previously of the shooting dead of three civilians by soldiers from the King’s Own Scottish Borderers who had been sent to intercept 

arms shipments which were landed at Howth. 

 

 

Dublin Metropolitan Police 

 

The Capital’s own Police Force had been established under an Act of the British Parliament in 1836 and the force had become 

operational in January 1838. It was closely modelled on the London Metropolitan Police founded by Sir John Peel. While never a greatly 

popular force with Dubliners the DMP had nevertheless proved to be a magnet to men (mostly countrymen) in search of secure 

employment in the city with a guaranteed pension at the end of their service. Its members were unarmed unless on specific duties and the 

individual members relied on their formidable physical strength to settle affairs on the street when necessary. Among the generally 

undersized citizenry of Dublin they certainly stood out as men not to be trifled with.  

 

Things started to turn sour for the DMP in 1913 when there was serious labour unrest in Dublin. In a fight for Trade Union recognition the 

employers resorted to locking out the workers till they dropped their demand for the right to belong to one. The DMP as a result found 

itself involved in upholding the interests of the employers at the expense of the workers’ rights. Vicious street battles developed with the 

police involved in sometimes fatal baton charges, which lost them a lot of credibility and respect with the public. Then the events of 1914, 

when the DMP and the British Army tried unsuccessfully to block the distribution of the weapons landed at Howth, further weakened their 

morale and general standing.  

 

The outbreak of the Great War saw a considerable number of the men volunteer for war service from which a high proportion never 

returned. The Easter Rising of 1916 was yet another shock to its morale. By the time the War of Independence started in 1919 the force 

was at a low ebb, which the events of the next two and a half years did nothing to alleviate. By and large they escaped the deadly fate of 

so many of their counterparts in the RIC simply because of their unarmed status. So long as they turned a blind eye to the activities of the 

IRA then they were allowed to proceed with the enforcement of the civil law. Not so the men of the ‘G’ Division. They were armed and 

were tasked by the British with hunting down Republicans in the city. Michael Collins had his own answer to them: the men of ‘the Squad’ 

a select group of gunmen who were given the job of eliminating especially dangerous opponents of the Republic in Dublin. In this they 

succeeded brilliantly, and effectively put a stop to the flow of intelligence to the British administration in Dublin Castle. 

 

By the summer of 1921 Irish recruitment to the DMP was at a standstill and the ranks had to be filled by taking on men from across the 

water, many of them British ex-servicemen. With the Truce of July 1921 the DMP was left hanging in the air, not knowing whether they 

would be kept on or swept aside in the impending change of government. When the new Government took over they decided to retain the 

DMP at least temporarily as the only fully trained Police Force in the State. In Irish the Force was known as Políní Átha Cliath and cap 

badges were issued to reflect this.  

 

In 1923 Major General W.R.E. Murphy DSO, MC was appointed to command as Chief Commissioner and he was to instil a sense of 

purpose back into the Force. However Kevin O’Higgins had decided that two police forces in one State was one too many and in 1925 the 

DMP was amalgamated into the Garda Siochana. Murphy became a Deputy Commissioner of the Garda under General O’Duffy with 

whom he had served in the Irish Civil war. Thus after a run of 87 years Dublin’s own Police Force and its formidable Constables came to 

be seen no more on the streets of the capital. 
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Friday, 30 July, 1915 

 

 

 

“...Major John McBride, James Whelan, Thomas J. Clarke, P.H.Pearse, E. Kent, C. Colbert, 
James Murray, B. Parsons, M. McGinn, D. Lynch, T.J.Sheehan, John T. Kelly, C. Wyse-Power, 
J.J.Buggy, James Stritch, John O’Mahony and Thomas McDonagh at 41 Parnell Square 
together from 8.15pm to 11.15pm.” 

Note: This was the final meeting regarding arrangements for the O’Donovan Rossa funeral to be held on 
Sunday, August 1, 1915. 
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Saturday, 31 July, 1915 
 

 

“With Thomas J. Clarke on Saturday....D. Lynch, John T. Kelly, T.C. and C.J. Kickham together for a 

quarter of an hour between 8 & 9 pm.....” 

Sunday, 1 August, 1915 

 

 

A general report on those attending the O’Donovan Rossa funeral…“A special report on the funeral procession 

is being furnished” 

Note: The National Archives commented in 2015: “Although it is stated that a special report on the funeral will be 
furnished, this is not included in this series of reports. A search in the registered papers of the Chief Secretary has 
also proved unsuccessful.” 
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Friday, 13 August, 1915 

 

“With Thomas J. Clarke, 75 Parnell St…D. Lynch for twenty minutes between 9 & 10pm…” 

 

 

Sunday, 15 August, 1915 

 

   For further information on this, see: http://eastwallforall.ie/?p=2975 The Great North Wall Railway Robbery 1915 
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Wednesday, 18 August, 1915 

 

“With Thomas J. Clarke, 75 Parnell St…D. Lynch and John O’Mahony for half an hour between 5 & 6pm…” 
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Monday, 23 August, 1915 
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The intelligence report opposite indicates how 

relatively straightforward it was for the G-Division 
detectives to source vital and accurate information: 

 “Mrs. Monteith in conversation with a friend who called to 
see her at her residence, 6 Palmerstown Place, yesterday 
(22 August) said that her husband (R. Monteith) was 
leaving the country believed for America, where 
arrangements are being made to form an Irish Brigade, to 
fight on the side of Germany in the present War. Mr 
Monteith has got permission from the Military Authorities to 
leave this country for American on 28th inst., but no 
corroboration so far, has been obtained regarding the 

object of his mission” 

[Monteith had been given permission to leave Limerick, travel to 
his home in Dublin and then leave the country by 30 August] 

 

Robert Monteith was a working-class Protestant, a former 
soldier in India and South Africa, a trade union activist, 
atheist, writer, Irish Volunteer captain and probably an IRB 
member. In the absence of anyone more suitable, he was 
recruited by Tom Clarke to take command of Casement’s 
brigade and traveled to Germany. Following the failure of 
the brigade, he accompanied Casement by submarine to 
Banna Strand at Easter 1916. Earlier in 1914, as a 
consequence of his political activities and loyalties, the 
account written by his daughter tells how ‘. . . he was 
dismissed from his post at the Ordnance Depot. He was 
not allowed to go back to his desk for his coat or pipe . . . 
Later that night two men from the G Division came to his 
house and read him a deportation order which stated that 

“R. Monteith, of 6 Palmerston Place, Broadstone, Dublin, 
shall not, except with permission in writing from me or other 
competent naval or military authority, reside after twelve 
o’clock noon, on the 14th day of November, 1914, within 
the Metropolitan Police District of Dublin”.’ Monteith even 
had a small printing press there, which he used to turn out 
leaflets and handbills for his political activities. 

Under-Secretary Matthew Nathan’s written comment in the 
margins of the Intelligence Report dated 24 August for the 
Chief Secretary, Augustine Birrell: “Monteith was in the 
Ordnance Store Depot where he was dismissed by the 
Military Authorities. For some time he was very active at 
Limerick, drilling the Irish Volunteers & taking them for 
route marches which ended often in public houses. Lately 
he has been inactive.” 

Birrell written reply on 27th August: “It is hard to say where 
a man of this sort does most harm – in Ireland or in 
America. Probably the latter” 

 

T h e  s a d  p l i g h t  o f  t he  w i d o w s o f  s even 

Easter Rising rebels is 

http://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMq48pvF7sYCFSpK2wodjX4P4g&url=http://www.sinnfeinbookshop.com/1916-centenary-badge/&ei=4nGvVcq_F6qU7QaN_b2QDg&bvm=bv.98197061,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNGhrfrzoz7WmRDp-3LKkTRiiCcU0Q&ust=1437647695820980


 
 

Tuesday, 24 August, 1915 

 
 

“….With Thomas J. Clarke, 75 Parnell St, R. Monteith, who had arrived from Limerick at 12.30pm for close on an hour 
between 1 & 2p.m, Joseph McGuinness being also there at the time. D. Lynch for half an hour between 7 & 8pm…” 

 
Diarmuid Lynch in his memoirs recalled “Towards the end of August Monteith was ready to proceed to Germany - via 

New York. Tom Clarke and I decided to give him £100 for his expenses; this sum was handed to him in Tom's shop.” 
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Wednesday, 25 August, 1915 

 
 

“….With Thomas J. Clarke, 75 Parnell St, R. Monteith for half an hour between 2 & 3 p.m.  Arthur Griffith and D 
Lynch, for an hour from 9pm…” 

Thursday, 26 August, 1915 

 
 

“….With Thomas J. Clarke, 75 Parnell St,….D Lynch for a quarter of an hour between 10 & 11pm after which Clarke 
closed his premises for the night.” 
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Friday, 27 August, 1915 

 

 
 

“….With Thomas J. Clarke, 75 Parnell St,….John O’Mahony, D. Lynch, Thomas Byrne and Major John McBride together for half 
an hour between 7 & 8 p.m.…..Thomas J. Clarke, J.J.Buggy, Major John McBride, John O’Mahony, D. Lynch, C. Colbert, 
James Murray, James Stritch and C.J.Kickham together in 41 Parnell Sqr for over an hour from 8.30 p.m.” 

James Stritch, an IRB member, had the Irish National Foresters build a hall at the back of 41 Parnell Square in Dublin, which was the headquarters of the Wolfe Tone Clubs. Anticipating the 

formation of the Volunteers they began to learn foot-drill and military movements. The drilling was conducted by Stritch together with members of Fianna Éireann. They began by drilling a small 

number of IRB associated with the Dublin Gaelic Athletic Association, led by Harry Boland. He was part of the O’Donovan Rossa Organising Committee and went on to found the National Graves 

Association. 

 

 

Saturday, 28 August, 1915 

 
 

“….With Thomas J. Clarke, 75 Parnell St,….D Lynch for a quarter of an hour between 1 & 2 p.m.…..Thomas 
McDonagh, P.H.Pearse, and D Lynch together in College Green between 12 & 1 p.m.….” 
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Monday, 30 August, 1915 

 
 

“….R. Monteith left North Wall for Liverpool at 8 p.m. R.I.C. Sergeant at Liverpool informed….” 

 

Tuesday, 31 August, 1915 

 
 

“….With Thomas J. Clarke, 75 Parnell St,….D.Lynch from 7.30 p.m. to 7.45 p.m.…” 
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Wednesday, 1 September, 1915 

 

 

 
 
First reference to Eamon de Valera in the DMP reports. 
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Thursday, 2 September, 1915 

 
 

“….With Thomas J. Clarke, 75 Parnell St,….J. O’Connor, D.Lynch and Wm. O’Leary Curtis in conversation with 
Clarke for some considerable time…” 
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Tuesday, 7 September, 1915 

 
 

“….With Thomas J. Clarke, 75 Parnell St,….D.Lynch for close on an hour from 3.30 p.m.…” 

 
 

Friday, 10 September, 1915 

 
 

“….John T. Kelly, T.C., Bulmer Hobson and D. Lynch in conversation in Sackville Street at 1.15 p.m.” 

[T.C. was Thomas J. Clarke] 
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Tuesday, 14 September, 1915 

 
 

“D. Lynch passing along Dame St. towards College Green between 4 & 5 p.m.” 
 

Wednesday, 15 September, 1915 

 
 

“….With Thomas J. Clarke, 75 Parnell St, D.Lynch for half an hour between 12 and 1pm…” 
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Thursday, 16 September, 1915 

 
 

“….D. Lynch left Kingsbridge by 3pm train en route to Limerick. R.I.C. informed…” 

 

Monday, 20 September, 1915 

 
 
 

“Inquiry is proceeding regarding the Seditious Pamphlets sent through the Post and bearing on the face of the 
envelope, in print, the name of a well-known Dublin Seed Merchant.” 
 
See Newsletter Issue #5 September 2015 (p 5/6) for the background to this event. 
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Saturday, 2 October, 1915 
 

 
 
   “D. Lynch arrived at Kingsbridge from Cork, at 7.25 p.m.” 

 
 

Monday, 4 October, 1915 
 

 
 

“With Thomas J. Clarke, 75, Parnell St….Dr P. McCartan, Thomas Byrne, John McDermott, D/ Lynch, Charles S. 
Power and Countess Markieviez together for close on two hours from 1 p.m.’ 

 
 

Wednesday, 6 October, 1915 
 

 
 
   “D. Lynch left Kingsbridge by 9.15 a.m. train, en route to Cork…R.I.C….informed” 
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Thursday, 7 October, 1915 
 

 
 

“D. Lynch arrived at Kingsbridge from Cork, at 7.25 p.m.” 
 
 

Friday, 8 October 1915 
 

 
 
“With Thomas J. Clarke, 75, Parnell St…. D. Lynch, from 10 p.m. to 10.45 p.m.”  

 
Monday, 11 October 1915 

 

 
 

“With Thomas J. Clarke, 75, Parnell St…. John O’Mahony, J. Murray and D. Lynch, together from 7.30 p.m. to 9 p.m.”  
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Wednesday, 13 October 1915 
 

 
 

“With Thomas J. Clarke, 75, Parnell St…. John McGarry and D. Lynch, from 1.15 p.m. to 1.30 p.m.”  

 

 
 

“D. Lynch left Kingsbridge by 3p.m. train, en-route to Cork. R.I.C. informed of the departure of these men 
respectively”.”  

 
 
For the remainder of October, 1915, Diarmuid Lynch remained in Cork and is not commented on directly in any of the 
DMP reports – that is until Thursday 21 October, 1915 (see next page). 
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Thursday, 21 October 1915 
 

 
 

 
 

     
 
A copy of Volume 2 Number 46 of the Irish Volunteer was included in the DMP report to the Under-Secretary of 
Ireland. On page 7 and marked by DMP Superintendent Owen Brien is an advert from Diarmuid Lynch. 
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Sunday, 31 October 1915. 

 
Page 1 of the DMP Report on the 2nd Annual Convention of the Irish Volunteers. 
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Page 2 of the DMP Report on the 2nd Annual Convention of the Irish Volunteers. 
Also attending were many that had as yet, not come to the attention of the DMP. See page 7 of this Newsletter for details of the Irish Volunteers 
Second National Convention. 
 

 

Monday, 1 November 1915. 

 
 
“D. Lynch, T. Barry, T.J.McSwiney, Wm Roche and J. O’Sullivan, Cork; Patrick Hughes, Dundalk, and E. O’Duffy in Volunteer Office, 2 Dawson St. 
together for an hour from 3pm” 
 
 

 
 
 

1916-2016 Commemoration Newsletter                                               

 

http://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMq48pvF7sYCFSpK2wodjX4P4g&url=http://www.sinnfeinbookshop.com/1916-centenary-badge/&ei=4nGvVcq_F6qU7QaN_b2QDg&bvm=bv.98197061,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNGhrfrzoz7WmRDp-3LKkTRiiCcU0Q&ust=1437647695820980


 

 
 
 

Monday, 1 November 1915. 

 
 
James Connolly’s The Worker’s Republic of November 6, 1915, carried a comment on Kuno Meyer & a letter from Michael Mallin: 
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Kuno Meyer  
(20 December 1858 – 11 October 1919) 
was a German scholar, distinguished 
in the field of Celtic philology and 
literature. His pro-German stance at 
the start of World War I while traveling 
in the United States was a source of 
controversy. 
 

 
 
In 1903 Meyer founded the School of 
Irish Learning in Dublin, and the next 
year created its journal Ériu, of which 
he was the editor. Also in 1904 he 
became Todd Professor in the Celtic 
Languages at the Royal Irish 
Academy. At the outbreak of the First 
World War, Meyer left Europe for the 
United States of America, where he 
lectured at Columbia, Urbana 
University, and elsewhere. A pro-
German speech he gave in December 
1914 to Clan na Gael on Long Island 
caused outrage in Britain and Ireland, 
and as a result he was removed from 
the roll of freemen in Dublin and Cork 
and from his Honorary Professorship of 
Celtic at Liverpool, and he resigned as 
Director of the School of Irish Learning 
and editor of Ériu.  
 
Meyer remained in the United States 
and went on a lecture tour around the 
country. He was injured in a railway 
collision in 1915 and met 27-year-old 
Florence Lewis while recovering in a 
California hospital. They married 
shortly afterwards. Meyer died on 11 
October 1919, in Leipzig. In 1920, he 
was re-granted the Freedom of the City 
of Cork, as follows: "Re-elected 14th 
May, 1920, and order of Council of the 
8th January, 1915, expunging his 
name from the roll rescinded." The 

expunging of Meyer's name from the 
Roll of Honorary Freemen of Dublin on 
15 March 1915 by the Irish 
Parliamentary Party-controlled Council 
was rescinded on 19 April 1920, three 
months after Sinn Féin won control of 
the City Council 
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Wednesday, 3 November 1915. 

 
 
 
“With Thomas J. Clarke, 75 Parnell St….Pierce Beasley (Pierce Beaslaí) and D. Lynch from 11.45am until 12 noon…” 
 
“Thomas J. Clarke and D. Lynch at 12, D’Olier Street for a quarter of an hour between 1 & 2 pm.” 
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Friday, 5 November 1915. 

 
 
 
“With Thomas J. Clarke, 75 Parnell St….Thomas Byrne and D. Lynch for a quarter of an hour from 8.40 pm” 
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Saturday, 6 November 1915. 
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“With Thomas J Clarke, 75 Parnell 
St. Saturday…D.Lynch, C. Collins 
G.P.O and Patk. O’Keeffe G.P.O. 
together from 9.40 p.m. to 10 p.m…” 
 
 
“A Gaelic League Carnival was held 
in the Round Room, Mansion 
House between 8pm and 11pm. 
About 150 persons were present 
including.. D. Lynch..” 
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Monday, 8 November 1915. 
 

 
 
 
“With Thomas J. Clarke, 75 Parnell St….John T. Kelly [Sean T. O’Kelly] and D. Lynch from 9pm to 9.15pm” 
 
 

 

Tuesday, 9 November 1915. 
 

 
 
“With Thomas J. Clarke, 75 Parnell St….John [Sean] McDermott and D. Lynch from 10.30 pm to 10.35 pm.” 
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Friday, 12 November, 1915 
 

 
 

 
 
“With Thomas J. Clarke, 75 Parnell St…. D. Lynch, 11.15am to 11.30am….D.Lynch left Amiens St. by 3 p.m. train en route to Belfast. R.I.C. 
informed…” 

 

 
Monday, 15 November, 1915 
 

 
] 

 
 
“With Thomas J. Clarke, 75 Parnell St…. D. Lynch for half an hour between 1 & 2pm…Pierce McCann, Cashel, Bulmer Hobson, H. Mellows, M. 
O’Hanrahan, P. Ryan, J.J. O’Connell and D. Lynch in Volunteer Office, 2 Dawson St. at 12 noon ” 
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Tuesday, 16 November, 1915 
 

 
 

 
 
“With Thomas J. Clarke, 75 Parnell St…. D. Lynch and M.McGinn for half an hour between 12 & 1 p.m….D.Lynch left Kingsbridge en route to Cork, 
by 3 p.m. by train. R.I.C. informed…” 

 
Michael ‘Mick’ McGinn, originally from Omagh, Co. Tyrone where he was a baker. He was forced to leave the area due to his 
revolutionary sympathies, moved to Dublin and was employed as the caretaker of the Clontarf Town Hall. He was part of the 1915 
O’Donovan Rossa Organising Committee (where this image is sourced) and a senior IRB member. Imprisoned in Frongoch following 
the Rising.  
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G (detective) Division was a plainclothes divisional office of the Dublin Metropolitan Police concerned with detective police work. Divisions A to F 
of the DMP were uniformed sections responsible for particular districts of the city. The colloquial nickname amongst Dubliners for these detectives 
was ‘“G” Men’. One of the ‘Mosquito Press’ newspapers, ‘The Spark’ comments on the DMP Detective Division men, ‘The “G” Men in its Issue 21 
November, 1915: 
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Diarmuid Lynch remained in Cork for much of December 1915.  

He was next noted in Dublin by the G-Division detectives on Friday, December 17th and reported in the 
Movement of Dublin Extremists report of Saturday, December 18th: 

 

Sunday, 19 December 1915 

Advert in ‘Nationality’ 
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Monday, 20 December 1915 
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Christmas Eve – Friday 24 December, 1915: 
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Christmas Eve, Friday 24 December 1915 and the G-Division detectives were operating as usual, noting the 
movements of many of the Dublin based ‘extremists’ under observation. These two pages note movements from the 
two Dublin train stations: Terence McSweeney returned to Cork, Hugh O’Hehir to Ennis, John Fitzgibbon for 
Edenderry, Bulmer Hobson, Ernest Blyth and James Connolly to Belfast and Thomas Clarke with Sean McDiarmada 
to Limerick. Lynch’s movements to Cork seemed to have escaped attention of the detectives on duty at Kingsbridge.  
 
For many, this would be their last Christmas.  
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