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Welcome to the first edition of the 2016 Newsletter – sent to descendants,  extended family & friends of 
Diarmuid
 and Michael Lynch.
As the countdown to the Centenary commemoration has begun, rather than email various updates and news to all and sundry, you can now get all the news for the Lynch Centenary commemoration in one place – this Newsletter  - monthly to your email address or by mail if you prefer.
                                 Hopefully it will keep you up to date with what’s taking place, events, dates, locations and how you too can join in the national commemorations.
Do you have news, views, articles or comments to make? Get in touch.
) (
Inside this issue:
) (
 
Newsletter
 1
st
 Edition
) (
C
ountdown
 to 2016 ....
) (
Comment
With less than a year before the 1916 Centenar
y Commemoration
 begin
s
, you can’t help but notice the 
inescapable issues of the moment – legacy and commemoration.
However, it does seem 
to many 
that t
he 
Irish Government has developed
 collective amnesia, 
a phobia
 of sorts
 when it comes to commemorating the Easter Rising. 
Our current government seem to be more content that Irish people look to St Patrick’s Day, pints of Guinness
, 
plastic paddy parodies
 and shamrocks when it comes to identifying with their nationality and 
Irishness
. 
You may have noticed the awful video produced late last year and featured on the
 official government
 website ireland.ie 
 to mark the centenary of the 1916 Easter Rising.
 
Apart from its blandness and looking like a promo for the Gathering Mark II it had one major failing — it didn’t actually mention the Rising.
       
It had Bono, Bob 
Geldof
, the Queen and even Ian Paisley, but there was no sight nor sound of 
Pádraig
 
Pearse
, James Connolly or any of those who took part in 1916. The Government 
quickly noted
 the public ridicule and backlash as the
 
video 
disappeared from the internet. However, it did leave a lasting impression 
that 
the Government is seemingly intent on celebrating 2016 without any
 actual
 reference to 1916.
Maybe it comes down to Civil War politics
, a sense of triumphalism  or that the Government simply 
does not want 
in any way 
to fan
the 
flames of repu
blicanism at a time when our relationship 
with 
the 
UK is stronger than ever, people are protesting 
on the streets and Sinn Fein is becoming a significant political power. 
But
 perhaps
 the more the Government sidesteps the issue, the more it plays into the hands of those who want to 
politicise
 2016, rather than celebrate it for the ideals put forward in the Proclamation
 and
 that wo
uld eventually lead to creating 
the country we live in today
.
)[image: http://www.centenarymayo.ie/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/1916-Proclamation.jpg]
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Michael 
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Frongoch
 
Internment Camp, Wales.
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Irish Government Commemoration Website:
www.Ireland.ie
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Cork Irish Volunteers Executive 1915. 
Diarmuid
 third from right.
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A new documentary “
Diarmuid
 Lynch -  The Forgotten Man of 1
916” is currently under production 
 
for TG4 
by 
Director Ciara Hyland (below). 
www.ciarahyland.com
Ciara has 
spent several years working on feature films, commercials, TV series, documentaries and short films funded by, among others, Disney, BBC, RTE and the Irish Film Board. Her credits include Mystic Knights, The Ambassador, 
Ballykissangel
, Sweeney Todd, Disco Pigs and Oliver Twist
. 
In 2008 she produced two short films, both of which were RTE Short Script Awards and one of which (Out of the
 
Blue - directed
 
by
 
Michael Lavelle) went on to win several awards internationally including: Best International Short - London Independent Film Festival 2009, Best Cinematography - Rhodes Island Film Festival 2009 and Best Short Comedy – Toronto Independent Film Festival 2009.
Since 2009 Ciara has worked freelance in research and production on documentaries and long running series for RTE and TG4. 
Her credits include the traditional music series "
Geantraí
" for TG4, the "
Fleadh
 
Cheoil
" series for RTE and "Spillane an 
FánaÍ
" with singer/ songwriter John Spillane for TG4.
It was while filming an episode of 
"Spillane an 
FánaÍ
"
 in 
Gorey
, Co. Wexford that Dolores met Ciara and  over ‘
a Hennessy or two’
 told her more of 
Diarmuid’s
 life story. This in turn led to the documentary proposal  by Ciara and commissioning by TG4.
Ciara
 has already met with Mary & Eileen 
McGough
 in 
Granig
 and 
her 
team 
will be filming there 
at the end of May
. 
The documentary is 
schedule
d for broadcast on TG4 later in
 2016.
The Spillane an 
Fanai
 series is currently not available on the TG4 viewer
 but the series is available to buy online
I
f you would like a DVD copy of Dolores’ meeting with John Spillane
 in 
Gorey
 – let me know and I’ll mail you one. Sorry, DVD playable in Ireland & UK only.
)[image: Picture][image: http://i.ytimg.com/vi/R90DjvhSE4w/maxresdefault.jpg] (
Diarmuid
 c.1903  A New York Studio photograph while President of the Philo-Celtic League.
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Easter Sunday
 2016
 Invitations
) (
Page 2
) (
Thanks to all for returning your 
expressions of interest for the Easter Sunday 2016 Commemoration
.
These will be sent to the Department of Defence who will be back in touch with you in early 2016. 
As you will have read in the circular attached to the application, these are 
 just 
expressions of interest and are not a guarantee of attendance or a seat at the Easter Sunday event. However, all are invited to the 
Farmleigh
 House event on Easter Saturday evening.
The Easter 
Sunday 
Commemoration
 
is scheduled to begin at 12 noon
, 
March 27
th
 2016 
at the GPO and will include:
A Military ceremony which will include a reading of the Proclamation by an Army Officer.
The laying of a wreath by the President on behalf of the Irish people. 
A minute silence following by the Last Post and the raising of the National Flag.
Reveille and the National Anthem.
A Parade that will run from Dublin Castle, to O’Connell Street, passing the GPO and finishing at Parnell Square.
An Air Corps Fly Past.
) (
New TG4 
Documentary on 
Diarmuid
)
 (
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Family members & friends attending Easter 2016:
Daly, 
Daire
Daly, 
Saoirse
Daly, Ruairi
Daly, 
Diarmuid
Daly, 
Aja
Daly, Kale
Daly, 
Duibhne
Duggan, 
Brid
Lynch, Dolores
Lynch, Mary
Lynch, Ruairi
Anglim, Helen
Ryan-Lynch, Rebecca
Ryan-Lynch, Cianna
Ryan-Lynch, David
Lynch, Cormac  (US)
Lynch, Gaye  (US)
Lynch, 
Diarmuid
Lynch, Christine
Lynch, Robyn
Lynch, 
Diarmuid
Lynch, Hugh
McGough, Eileen
Collins, 
Mylie
Murphy, Nora
Murphy, Mark & 
Eilis
Scott, Dolores & Partner
Scott, 
Niamh
 & Partner (UK)
Scott, Michael & Partner (UK)
Cohalan
, Judge Peter Fox & Guest (US)
Plus others to confirm.
Missed anyone? Get in touch!
Dublin’s hotels will be heavily booked during Easter 2016, so it’s suggested you make your reservations quickly.
Many of us are staying at the Hilton Double Trees, Dublin 4 (former Burlington) so do come and join with family & friends.
)[image: person holding globe] (
Daniel Florence 
Cohalan
 (
1867 -1946) was an American lawyer
, jurist
 and politician from 
New York
.
 
He was a close friend and associate of 
Diarmuid’s
 during his life in the US. The Judge was also an
 associate of 
the 
Irish
 American
 revolutionary leader 
John 
Devoy
 and was influential in many Irish-American societies including 
Clan 
na
 Gael
 in the early part of the century
. 
Judge 
Cohalan
 was involved with the financing and planning of the 
Easter Rising
 in Dublin and was instrumental in sending 
Roger Casement
 to Germany in 1914. He was Chairman of the 
Irish Race Convention
 held in Philadelphia (
 1919) and active in the 
Friends of Irish Freedom
 (1916–1934).
Cohalan
 strongly opposed President 
 Wilson
's proposals for the 
League of Nations
, on the basis that the 
Irish Republic
 had been denied a policy of 
self-determination
 at the 
Paris Peace Conference
 in 1919. 
Cohalan
, along with 
Devoy
 and 
Diarmuid
 disagreed 
 with both 
Éamon
 de Valera
 and Irish-American leader 
Joseph 
McGarrity
 in late 1919 on Irish-American political direction.
Judge 
Cohalan’s
 grand-nephew Peter Fox 
Cohalan
  has been in touch and plans to attend the commemoration next year travelling from his New York home and representing the 
Cohalan
 family. 
“...I was last here for the 
50th An
niversary events in 1966 with my
 father, Justice John P 
Cohalan
, Jr., a Justice of the New York State Supre
me Court...” Peter is also
 a retired Justice of the New York State Supreme Court
.
 
We look forward to meeting and welcoming Peter to Ireland – so make sure you meet up with him over the Easter weekend.
1920 photo (L-R): 
Diarmuid
 Lynch, Justice Hendricks,, J.W. Goff, Judge Daniel 
Cohalan
, De Valera, John 
Devoy
 and Justice 
Gavigan
. Taken on the roof of the old Waldorf Astoria Hotel NY, now the site of The Empire State Building.
)[image: http://www.jamesadam.ie/catalogue_images/7034/large/129.jpg] (
  Who was…. 
Judge Daniel F. 
Cohalan
?
) (
Eileen’s book on 
Diarmuid
 continues 
to be a source of interest and pride within the extended family but it’s also generating strong interest among
 today’s historians
 who have 
recently begu
n
 referencing her work
.
History Ireland Magazine 
in the
 March/April 2015
 issue
 has an article by Michael 
Doorley
 with numerous references to 
Diarmuid
 and Eileen’s book.
Diarmaid
 
Ferriter
 (Professor of History UCD) has also quoted Eileen’s book and made reference to it in his latest hard
back history: 
'A Nation and Not a Rabble: The Irish Revolution 1913-1923.
 
A recent reviewer 
of Prof. 
Ferriter’s
 book struck a chord with us in relation to 
Diarmuid
 and Michael
 when he observed
 that in the years after 
the 
ev
ents of 1916-1923:
 
“What is perhaps most striking is the speed with which the living memory of the intensely dramatic events (of 1916 & the War of Independence) faded. Distinguished veterans faced interrogation by people who seem to have had no idea who they were and little sense of what they had done.
’
 
Eileen’s book is currently available at all good bookshops nationwide or direct from Mercier Press
http://www.mercierpress.ie/irish-books/diarmuid_lynch_a_forgotten_irish_patriot/
'A valuable contribution to Irish historiography' - Irish Examiner
'A carefully researched and well-written book about a man whose part in the independence struggle deserves to be better known and more widely acknowledged' - Irish Echo
 
'This new book...will go a long way to rightly reinstate him as being one of the most influential figures in Irish early 20th century nationalism' - 
Leinster
 Leader
Xxx
X
X
Xx
X
Xx
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
.
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Did You Know?
The 
Friends of Irish Freedom
 
was an Irish-American 
Republican
 
organisation
 founded in 1916 and supported by many Irish-American 
organisations
.
The Friends of Irish Freedom supported the 
1916 Rising
 and in the months following, raised $350,000 (equivalent of $8 million today)  through the Irish Relief Fund to assist dependents of many who fought in the Rising.
 
In May 1918, the Friends of Irish Freedom organised the fourth Irish Race Convention during which 
Diarmuid
 Lynch
 became National Secretary holding the post until his return to Ireland in 1932.
By 1920, there was a Regular membership of 100,000 and 484 Associate Branches with an Associate membership of 175,000.
 
The Friends of Irish Freedom was wound up in 1932 following extensive litigation concerning the funds raised for the Irish Republic which were claimed by de Valera, most of the funds were returned to the original donors.
Sample of a Friends o
f Irish Freedom membership card  from 1920 signed by 
Diarmuid
 Lynch.
 
)[image: http://www.historyireland.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/FOIF-membership-card.jpg]
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March 26 - Easter Saturday
Garden of 
Rememberance
., Dublin 1: 
Rememberance
 Ceremony.
State Reception for 1916 participants relatives
March 27  - Easter Sunday
State ceremonies at the GPO, Dublin marking the centenary of the Rising.
State Reception for all guests invited to the State 
Cermony
 at the GPO.
) (
Would you like to contribute an article or comment to the Newsletter?
Get in touch and tell us.
r
uairi_lynch@hotmail.com
voice-mail/text: 086-8396428
Next Edition: 
late May 2015
) (
Decade of Centenaries 
http://www.decadeofcentenaries.com/
Nation
al Archives – Census  1901 & 1911 : 
http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/
Irish Defence Forces Archives & Military Pensions: 
http://www.militaryarchives.ie/en/home/
National Library of Ireland
: 
http://www.nli.ie/1916/1916_main.html
Glasnevin
 Cemetery Museum
http://www.glasnevintrust.ie/
)[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ] (
1916 
Web Site Links
Here’s a number of web sites that may be of interest
.
) (
March 28  - Easter Monday
Wreath laying ceremonies throughout the capital & state
 at 13:15hrs.
Official opening of the Easter Rising Centre at the GPO.
March 29
Liberty Hall Ceremony
April 2
Children’s Day
April 3
Journey of Reconciliation
April 21
Wreath laying at 
Banna
 Strand for Roger Casement
) (
2015
August 1
 – 
Glasnevin
 State Commemoration of the funeral of O’Donovan 
Rossa
.
2016
January 1
 – 
Dublin Castle
 Opening events of the State Commemoration program.
March 8
 – 
Richmond Barracks, Dublin.
        Women in the 1916 Rising Exhibition.
------------------------------------
Full details at ireland.ie
)[image: ] (
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POBLACHT NA H EIREANN.
THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT

OF THE

IRISH REPUBLIC
T0 TEE PEOPLE OF IRELAND.

IRISHMEN AND [RISHWOMEN : in the name of God and of the dead generations
from which she reeeives her old tradition of nationhood, Ireland, through us, summons:
her children to her flag and strikes for her freedom.

Having organised and trained her manhood through her secrei revolutionary
organisation, the Irish Republican Brothérhood. and through her open military
organisations, the Irish Volunteers and the Irish Citizen Army, having patiently
perfected her discipline, having resolutely waited for the right moment to reveal
itself, she now seizes that moment, and, supported by her exiled children in America
and by gallant allies in Europe, but relying in the first on her own strength, she
strikes in full confidence of victory. F

We declare the right of the people of Ireland to the ownership of Ireland, and to
the unfettered control of Irish destinies. to be sovereign and indefeasible.  The long
usurpation of that right by a foreign people and government has oot extinguished the
right, nor can it ever be extinguished exeept by the destruction of the Irish people.  In
every generation the Irish people have asscrted their right to national freedom and
50 ignty ; six times during the past three hundred years they have asscrted it in
arms. Standing on that fundamental right and again asserting it in armsin the face
of the world, we hereby proclaim the Irish Republic as a Sovercign Independent State,
and we pledge our lives and the lives of our comrades-in-arms to the cause of its freedom,
of its welfare. and of its exaltation among the nations.

The Irish Republic is entitled to, and hereby claims, the allegiance of every
Irishman and Irishwoman. . The Republic gnarantees religious and civil liberty, squal
rights and equal opportunities to allits citizens, and declares ils resolve te pursue
the happiness and prosperity of the whoio nation and of all its parts, cherishing all
the children of the nation equally, and oblivious of the differences uﬂ_sfnl_ly fostered
by an alien government, which have divided a minority from the majority in the past.

Until our arms have brought the opportune moment for the establishment of a
permanent National Gow representative of the whole people of Ireland and
elected by the suffrages of all her men and women, the Government, hereby
constituted, will administer r‘*z ‘affairs of the Republic in trust for
the people. (I I FE. P -

. We place the cause of theJrish Republic under tho proteetion of the Most High God.
Whose biessing we invoke upom our arms, and WJQ1 1o one who serves that
cause will dishonour it by co inbumanity, or rapine.  In this supreme hour
the Irish nation must, by its and discipline and | readiness of its children.
to sacrifice themselves for the prove
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