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N° I (Fighter) 
SQUADRON 

f j | r ^ O the student of history 
*"•' II there is always some-

III thing especially intrigu
ing about the number 

One. I t seems to carry with it the 
essence of the romance of the past. 
The flippant may say, " Ten sixty 
six and all t ha t , " but King William 
the First (the number in italics) 
was the start of an era which has 
made a lot of difference to the daily-
lives of you and me. Perhaps be
fore very long the time will come 
when light-hearted young pilot offi
cers will say, " Oh! 1914 and all 
that ," and perhaps already it may 
be the fashion to regard the posses
sion of war medals as proof of an 
antediluvian ignorance of modern 
theories of war. I t is, however, 
very improbable that any passage 
of time will prevent an* officer of 
No. 1 (Fighter) Squadron from 
taking pride in the number of his 
squadron. 

The origin of No. 1 Squadron is 
not crystal clear, despite the 
number. The question is, can the 
squadron claim direct descent from 
the original No. 1 Squadron, Royal 
Flying Corps? That squadron was 
equipped with airships, balloons 
and kites. Its commanding officerJ 
was Maj. (afterwards Air Com-"' 
modore) E . M. Maitland, who died in the R.3S disaster. In 
January, 1914, the squadron was handed over, gas-bag 
and baggage, to the Royal Naval Air Service. That left 
No. 2 as the senior squadron in the R.F.C., and when war 
broke, out, the four squadrons which crossed to France 
"ith the Old Contemptibles were Nos. 2, 3, 4, and 5. Be
fore that fateful August a beginning had been made to 
replace the lost No. 1 Squadron as; an aeroplane Unit Of 
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the R.F.C. Officially, it appears, 
the squadron was " reorganised." 
and if that term be accepted, then 
the seniority of No. 1 in the R.F.C. 
must be admitted. The first com
manding officer of the reorganised 
squadron was Capt. (now Air Vice-
Marshal) C. A. H. Longcroft, but 
when the R.F.C. went overseas to 
war, the uncompleted No. 1 had to 
provide a number of pilots to bring 
the other four squadrons up to 
strength, and Longcroft went to 
play his part in the retreat from 
Mons. During his absence, Capt. 
F . V. Holt (later an Air Vice-
Marshal and A.O.C. Fighting Area) 
took temporary command. In 
September, Longcroft came back to 
No. 1, which was stationed at 
Brooklands, but in January, 1915. 
he went off to France again, and 
Maj. Geoffrey Salmond returned to 
England to complete the raising of 
No. 1. This squadron was very 
fortunate in its early commanding 
officers. Its good fortune continues. 

On March 7, 1915, the squadron 
flew across from Folkestone to St. 
Omer, equipped at the time with 
eight Avros and four B.E.8 's . I t 
was allotted to the newly-formed 
3rd Wing, R.F.C. I t made its first 
reconnaissance on March 10, the 

day on which the battle of Neuve Chapelle began. On 
the third day of the fight the squadron suffered its first 
casualty, when Lt. O. M. Moullin did not return from a 
bombing raid on the railways at Douai and Don. On 
March 29 the squadron settled down at Bailleul aerodrome, 
and remained there until March 29, 1918, an unusual ex
perience for any squadron in France. During the fighting 
for Hill 60, No. 1 Squadron first made a name for itself. 

This fight took place in April, 1915, 
just before the second battle of 
Ypres and the first gas attack by 

j the Germans. The assault on 
Hill 60 was to start at 7 p.m. on 
Saturday, April 17, and it was im
portant that the Germans should 
get no news of the assault troops 
moved up on our side. Maj. Sal
mond was given the task of keep
ing German aeroplanes from get
ting a view of our position that day 
before the assault. He sent up a 
patrol a t 4.30 a.m. and kept his 
patrols relieving each other all day, 
the times overlapping, until 7.15 
p.m. I t is not usually possible to 
establish an impenetrable line of 
defence in the air, but on this 
occasion no German machine got 
past the patrols of No. 1 Squadron, 
and the attack on the hill came as 
a surprise. Then came counter 
attacks, and the hill was taken and 
lost several times. During this 
fierce fighting No. 1 Squadron was 
given the task of spotting the 
enemy guns, sometimes by their 

887 


